
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

The 3omissfoner o f  Fisheries, 
"7ashinytont 3. S. 

Followin& .io a renort of  r q r  last sumr's operations and 

toyetller w i t h  a review of incidents a r i s iq  that map prove of 

inte?*est t o  xou, a l l  of wMch is  respectfullg snbDitted. 



Patso l  Service: 

&r iva l  of F i s i i i q  Fleet End packers: 
fisiiin, and packiw fleet of Serinf: !?!;lis season, -Lhe 

aeL, neetin;; with vicissitudes ouf.-c:i tm osainmy, a.ri-ved-_at 
destinations a. xonth o r  m r e  late. 

-- 
-.. 

_ -  ~ _ "  

fne i l ee t  safely nesotiated Unins:: pass, -and e n t e r i x  
Bering sea on time f x ~ n &  the ~mters o i  t-mt ocean apFarently 
free of i ce .  Proceedinif e 3 s t - m ~  to'im.S(is B r i s t o l  bay, i s o l s t -  

b e r p  were encountered followed quicirls by sporadic groups 
a d  tiion S g  vast fields o f  ice that grew, as the vessels ad- 
vmced weer f ine sailin. mathey, into zn ikpassable j a m  reach- 
ing scol'es OS miles f'rorr! tme o c e m  snores. d s  narrated else- 
where in t h i s  m p o r t ,  it &evelope2 tinat a_3onmental ice jam 
stretched __ -- - - across the sea . f ~ o r i  horizon t o  horizo3, v i h  sea 
IEiaes 6$6&F hek-%ci there $reduced by-currents , t ices, and 
~ t n t i  action on the ice :lac::. 
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sti l i  l i gh te r  than that DF the IvichaJr. 

Chinook runs at %pgikL an& Ugashilr were neavier, and 
a l s o  ea r l i e r ,  and there was 8 good --Jac;r of this Tish at b o t h  
those p a c e s .  

Rec? Salmor, 

20, but coctinued mt Cor ten days. Jucly 1 fishermen macie 
good catcnes and the sane day ths nain rad rn struck Ugashik 
and I&@:. 
the RtiE=ne:*f rivers.  
was at Its heisat  i n  Kushap.k bay waters. 

x. was so--fine and calm over the B e r i q  sea 
world that the fLsh-sls.y&!. onzke flsnl%y banke near the mouth 
of Euswaltir river. imtii l a t e  -in txê mnning season, the r ive r  
m s  not showins q: volum %<or% txe ram until Suiy 8. 

- 
The reit lll~l beg= s h o w i q  i n  Bristiol bay waters ,.Tune 

-.- --- 
Two days l a tw  the m reached tile 3ivichzi.k an? 

On ;.'uly 3, 4, 5. 6 ,  7, and 8 ,  the run 
-I .-- ~ 

-- r-- 

DurinZtJthe first part of  the red salnon mi this 
season the inctvid;la?' T i s  
presence m x y  c,ime,o DF both  :iisner?wn LX? cannerpien. Througn- 
out the remainder of' the m n  sizes  were normal, conparing- tile 
f i s h  with sizes  o f  red s a h o n  o f  other seasons. 

6 over-large, ";is remarked in m;p - -+ .-ma..- 1 - d  

!%e rcul o f  dogs slichtly antedated tne r e d  run, m d  
continued Fn force mtil tne end of' fh6 r u n  o f  reds. 

~ -I .I <_CY I cI-# - 1_ - "  

?he run 
hac? no distinctive different ia t ion fron the normal run of  does 
in these maters. 
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These f i a h  mere -ins freely when the draft board 
called me out o f  Beriny sea vaters. 

Size and Quality - o f  Salmon - Pack: 
?he Berim: sea cameqr &pyk thi-sssason-vas -noma1 

in seize-and';L&$ity. 'iresy favorable - -_I-.._ m ~ t h e ~ _ c o n d i t i o n B  -.- an& 
ti. s t ~ a Q  suppi;: of fish-resulted i n  the pz& bein: secure4 
w i t k o u t  incicient, &a also naira i t  jxssible f o r  the ships t o  
sail imth at about the usus time, notwithstzndiw ti& e&eme 
Inteness o r  tile iomencenent o f  t i e  S B L S O ~ *  s work. 

Catches and Prosperit:; of' Fiisnemien: 
The -*resent season pr,z:, one o f  t i L e  best f o r  f inancial  

gain w h i c i i  flsiiexmen operatint- i n  3,ristol bax recion :have ever 
eqmrlenced. If actual facts were n o m  it vias actually tne 
rsd l e t t e r  o r  recor6-breakfnt; seasoo In this respect. qome 
of the  fishemen mde as h 1,700.9$2 jpiclz, with tile 
borms of  nm mney. yaw t d;i' SUT f o r  t ne i r  8umier's 
work. Due t o  the psevailixq f ine weather and the ease w i t h  
which big ctztcnea were made, all c a m r i e s  placed boats on the 
1,200-limit CTUly 5 ,  and the reFtriczio:i was not lifted uti1 
3~1:~ It;. m e r e  were a few d a p  clur iq  tne heavy run between 
cw?Ymd 2uly 12 when the canneries placed tne i r  boats on a 

-- 
*_ 

_-- .-_I_ ,"_* -1." 

.---I 0, (and -- some_pp-~m 8 3 0 )  l i n i t ;  %ut by the fishemen's 
nt they were t o  receive f o r  1,230 fish. - 

In the m t t e r  of @pica1 wear and tear the season - - was verq- easy on-the fishermen, there b e i w  scarcely a q ~  
weather h~rc'sjzips endwed hfY@r the ice-buckixq period was 
passed at the comencenent of the season. 

Fishirqr: Operstions :7f Eatires: 
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to fore  the native has always dried fish both f o r  &og %e& and 
f o r  his o m  use. 
v a l l i y  last winter in most native v i l l q e s ,  I seriously took 
np with t3em last szring t he  mtter of Dore aiienpatel;p provi- 
sioniw themselves. 
pounded as one of the easiest ways t o  s t m e  o f f  famine. 
t o  my surprise tiley were f"rienc3ly t o  the Iroyosition ax& today 
there is  a Grea, t  dea l  o f  salt salmon storeci i n  the huts and-- 
igloos of nat i%i i n  the B r i s t o l  bag reZion, 

Wes the r Cond i t i ons : 

region was quite out o f  tho or2inam. 
hours of sunshine-and h o t  simsnine at tkt--more wam, dqy .  sum- 
mery weatlwr, i n  fac t ,  a.nd l s s s  rain in  the Bristol bar country 
t-Un in  years. 
clarsd i t  was the xost open. warm sumer they had ever eqer ienc-  
ed. there. 

Due t o  the fanine-stricken conditior, pre- 

The saltla: of salmon was the method pro- 
35thFr 

- 
?he me-zthsr during tne past season i n  the Beriw sea 

There mr9 probably more 

Old-timers amow caanerpen and fishemen de- 

Great Ice Barrier: 

paclr -r 111"" of @enomenal size_congestqd on the shores *of Beriw sea, 
reaching, f am infomod. f m a  the neigXDoriiood of Ber& straits 
along the ooem shores soutinrrml-ri t o  Port Hol ler .  It formed the 
most formidable ice jazn seen in the North i n  years. anci was 

PI_ 
- 

Eotnitnstanding the very warn and f ine  surmer, an ice 
7 

/ 
osused by ;5 persis tent ly  blowing eastward w i n d  pushins the ice 
of Berin: ocean on tho oontinent6i c o b t l i n e  axid holding it 
there. 
i n  shallow water far at SBB, and new aggregations kent constant- 
l y  drif t inf :  i n  unt i l  the jaa was c o q l e t e .  
tant that t o  a seaward gazer it appeared to  be a fog at r e s t  
across the ocean horizon, and strsage as it may seem, we did not 
clearly undarstwd w h t  it was u n t i l  ships broXe t s r o u g h  the 
bar r ie r  a d  broqTht the news into I?ushagalr bay. 
137 a stupendous natural phenomsnon. As elsewbre narrated, the 
pckerh ' f leot  founc? this  jm. (tlmst impregnable, and weeks were 
spent azld dmcers and vicissitudes endured by these seafarers i n  
mak2ar :  their ice-locked dostinat '  ions. 

Lass and Destruction of Vessels: 

hsocia t ion ,  w i t h  ;L carco a'uo~r:: of canneq- supFlies run& equipment 
i,, vfilued at 300,000.00, was crushed i n  tile ice o f f  Itoline I'oint 

m n  a5o&rc? too ; :  t o  the ice  md. were a l l ,  with one exceFtion, l a t e r  
rescueti by cannery ships and 5). the Barean of Fisheries SS. Roosevelt. 

Emlg i n  the s 2 r i w  monolithic bergs began grounding 

This j&a was so die- 

It was certain- 

i. 

-- 
!%e snil iqyT&rk, Zxcom~, belongin? t o  the Alaska Paclasrs' 

I --- - 

rrcty -_ 19-iLni3. .. nurik abont two hours la te r .  me one handred o r  more 
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One-ma die6 from the effects  o f  weather hardships and ez3aus- 
t ion before he could be rescued from the ice p c k ,  

/ !Fhe SS. Iftric2.lcrl; was damwed by having one propellor i t o r n  o f f .  

I' ?!he S t a r  of Zealznd had her rudder shorn off by the -- 
' ice. 

The bnrkentine Flint  was  shoved on the beach by ths 
ice p&ck m d  l a t e r  came off  r i t h  damages. 

The ship (lentemial had her rudder t o r n  off. 

The schooner 3 u r r q h s  hix? one of  her propellors t o r n  
o f f  m d  her rudder bent. 

The ship s. Kicliolas had her rudder torn o f f ,  and tne 
anip Star of Trance :ad ,zes rudder bad13 damaged. 

PracticaJlS.. every vessel of the f l e e t  suffered at leas t  
some d & q e  pii%r from boi.r#f:cmshed, J m d  o r  sprung br the 
pack, o r  being boosted botiily on the beacn. 

Casualties: 

amorg the fishemen an& casnary  employe^.^ 
alrwdr been seferrcci t o  as hie due t o  exposure on the ice 
pack followilly: the sinking of' t h ~  s a U m  bark Tacoma. '?he 
other death was caused b:~ a f i s h e m  accidentally fall* through 
the hatch while aboard the shig Indim c?ischar,cing freignt,  
whic?l resulted i n  his death two days later. 

D u r i q  the season there were only- two ioLt3Pt --deaths 
One l i f e  l o s t  has 

O r d i n a q  S ~ & S O R ~  in  the 13ristol.bay region show a 
death t o l l  f r o 2  c?.r(3rm:lng dl.one~pf~:'rom .t-aree t o  seven men among 
the fishermen. !Xe coii%:nTaed f ine  west:?sr, r a r i t y  of  winds, and 
placid seas siqd. i f ied anis m2e fishin;;: -operations,.so- ~~ ." safe that 
hazards did not enter i n t o  t l m  c o u t  o f  difflculties faced. 

;, Ffsh Dsstropd. 
\ .--- 

For the first t i m 9  in  m y ,  many Beasom there wa3 



The Comissioner ( 8 )  

1_1- Locst €on - -  To. of  SmerTos 

%8?lZ45%k -%y.............. 7 
Good 3!iver................ 1 
Pric'hak Ziver,. ........... 6 
IT2:2161r x.m???. ............. 6 
;aTE3giR River.. * . . . 0 .  . . * ............ I T'::asl.,I:r ?,iaer. 

3 
& 

- 



t 

TOTAL.. ..... 

59 
41 
107 
46 
31 



Proposed 

the canner5es operatirq i n  E r i o t o l  bay i s  beiw considered by the 
s a l ~ ~ o n  y&c’irers 
Tcm2 r i v e r ,  fo tz r in .~sba .&~I : ,  &C;: about ten in  P?usimz& bay 
waters,--all cf which m e  t o  be operated .mder-3u~ea _of Fisheries 
sxpervision, provide.“ t b e  Bareax approves, of the plan. 
cai;cfies from these t r ap ,  faccordlrrc; t o  the plan, z;tl.lich is not 
;pet worked out io mfficient lg  definite o r  workable detai l  t o  be 
subrnitteci t o  the Buseau,} would be divided aQong the canneries, 
the allotment t o  each c-eq being based OT? i ts  capacity f o r  
pack. 
provided f o r  all canneries now operati% on the 2T.shaga.k t o  get 
the fr yacB 

!!&hod of Securin;? Catch on -: - --- 
A ’ ~ ~  imovation in mct:~ods i n  s e c u ~ i w ~  tile catckec f o r  

It is popse6 .  - to-  locate-about --three traps in  
I- - 

/ 
Tje 1 

i The packers anticipate that plezty of  r”ish mould be SQ 

Advantages forecasted for the proposed new mtnod are 
set  forth as follows: 

1. 

It would glxbetitute cooperation f o r  conrpeti- - -  ~ _ _  - 
t ion i n  ma;iriw catches f o r  cal;nerieI;. 

2. 

It would e l b i n a t e  the great waste-of-gil l-  .-- netted fish, which, by present methods of  fishin,?, 
escape-nets i n  m b e r s  a f t e r  haviqy been injured aad 
&ie mithout s p i q .  

3. 

Z t  would give immunity- f rom_labor-.troubles 
with fishemen, w h i ~ h ,  wirier present aothods, frequent- 

$ ly serious2;a rnenttco the pack. 

4. 

5 .  

It would lessen-cost of 
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6 .  

Govement supervision would insure suf- 
ficient- eaqapemnt-$ntoL#ood r iver  TmK t o  provide-- 
a spaminy vola~c o i  adequat; proportions t o  maran- 
tee keeping t h e  rt131 at  i t s  norrnal level. 

Reaomendrzt ions : 
J -- !%e following rivers should be closed t o  comercia1 

a fishiw: c 

\! /----- 

The Evichak rSver should be closed two miles 
above ICogkiw proper, where the river bezins t o  narrow, 

The EakneB river should be closed fron the 
north side, between PJorthvestern Fisheries C0masn;p t o  
the h3aoXa ?acimv' Association c a ; t m e ~  (Diamond-0) on 
the south side. 

!?he .qTagilr m d  Ugashik; rivers should be 
7 

closed at a point seven miles inlmd. Between the 
seven-mile lixit thus established and the sea. fish- 
inf: boats onerat iw in that vicinftzr could find 
r e w e  i n  s t o m  weather, as the waters threabouts  
are ver;a roiqh and t-here are no havens other than 
the river.  

Ths salmon m n  on these streams has been good for tb 
past three ,mars. Previously, it atas poor. Eew canneries 
fire now unficr construction on some o f  these s t rema,  an& the 
addi t iona l  f i sh ioy  requisite t o  get the -wck f o r  these new ele- 
ments will place too  heaT a t o l l  upon the rnns i n  these rivers 
unless WJh provision is made f o r  spawning eecapement. 

fn rim of  the nezr agroach of what w f l l  l ikely prove 
intensive fishin,- operations in the rivers f l o w i w  into B r i s t o l  
bay, a th0rouf.h - investigation and survey of conditions there is 

-- ..- - __- -.... 
'&XpTE%tiW3. -_ 

L>- Xt is hi:hly essential  f o r  the benefit o f  tha service 
\;i 'that a staunch, seaworth;V - --.._.-- l aqch  -- he -_________1.1_7 nlaced at the dfsposai of 

hcries caverixc: the 
cn s:ioulii be at l eas t  
i__ ---..-l- 

- 
_ _  - --_. 
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/ 
i 
are bein? extended eve- year, a5 referred t o  i n  a topical 
l e t t e r  t o  your office covering new pi3ci:ing development opera- 
t ions.  and t o  cover _ _  the_different_o~eralor_s_an~ make  an;^ in- 
spection mr?% the ntme sec_i;ires the-use -oil__aleer?,. s t rox ,  
confortable lzuncn vitri I- a c r u ~ i ~ - r a d i u s  o f  severzd iiundred 
RLLe-25. 
a re  often comletely prohibited frm%5Xiq: Tisits t o  d i s t r i c t s  
vzieh -tire7 :eel. urpGitly remire swprv i s ion .  

.* r;ii:mtlt s%cn s vessel tile Fisheries representatives 

It is very necessary that 3?us:hagalr_aLndL#ood r ivers  be 
kept closed from com?jrGi%l C-, ~ i 8  i n  the past. arm& that a 
constant patrol  be msir,Salnei Ls b o t h  r ivers.  Therefore, there 
should be >lacod EL; t n e  disposal of  the representatives o f  the 

18unc tf - - s LIF- about t hi  r t 3- t WO -0 F t ni-;tx:$iie-f e e t - 1 ~ ~  , and 
equipped with noth lw- iess  tixm 1;: I!I-~L.~., ..nedium iusvy duty 
Standard o r  atlas engine* ?his Zauncn should not draw more 
f i an  two at? a hall' feet  of water f o r  this patrol service. 

U.S ,? 'S .  Eoosevelt, Cant. * a s  Bierd: 

the very effective eervice o f  the Bareau of Pislvsries Stea9er 
Roosevelt, 2aptsin Bierd. 
cirsies there i s  alresdp the most  appreciative coment on the 
devotfon t o  &ut:r- and the hiCh order o Z T &  service -re&iered bg 
t h e  captain ' m d  c re r  of tXs s t e m e ~  durirq tne l o z q  weeks tint 
the f i s h h e  fleet  vas fast in  tno ice last spring. 
th~se vessels w0re i n  p e a t  d i s t ress ,  tne crews and h.;cnc?reds of  
c m e r ; p  e.mlo,oes aboalvi the3 constantly b s i ~  in  hizhlF disturb- 
eC fra3ss of  m M l  owiny t o  the manife:,t, hazards of the environ- 
ment. 
difflaulties, Cwtain S i O r d ,  - Lm-d his  crew worlred_alrilost n€?ht and 

the ice a romd t a d  in e::tyicat- 

Roosevelt rescued tventg-tiwee 0: t ; l ~  m n  aboard a f t e r  the3 had 
ir.;:"tt.c' far ovit t o  SIX on a Inrr:e :ieJB o f  ice.  On all sides 1 

and ais ef f ic ien t  crew. 

--̂ _I_AI .- 
c 

_II- 

-I 
t i  - - Btrrem of  X s h r i e s  f o r  this service a_-amall t-strom seaworthy ='--". ___- - 

L 
Friis repart nould be incolqlete without reference t o  

Amor,- cameqmen and in  fisainc 
c__ _--I __ 

!&qy of 

?Jnd.er these conditions and i n  the face of  great sleaenta3. 
- -..* " "^_ - +_ - c 1-1 

in: sue3 s z i p .  - acoinct was cruahod and sunk, the 

heard notrrin; but cornendation <anlit nIl_xroval OZ this  daring seaman / -- i 

- -  

3 
Warden, A l a s k a  Service, 


